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this Diſcowſe ot the = 
K _—. is, 


"The Foil Baier 


— 


and ſupporting a Truth , in which the Preacher 8 | 
can only reaſon and perſuade ; ſucceſsful to bis | 


"oF 545 Mer TS, n 


ence over on xy nr 1 1 by 4 
You beſt ande Hd what th tre Engliſh bs 


Nor & ii | 101knowN to Jom, M) 
Fuden N wal E Eng 
all Opp l 1 
on on this ſide of the Queſtion. And you 2 
dain nat to be ſeen in their „ who were 
eminent for their Piet and L i. jor 
their Sufferings .in 45 very cauſe | 
wherem they | Pore Pena ao. TN 


rity nor Moderation tad e N 
their Zeal. 00 5 100 


Whatever fie Opinion | hands 2.0 
moſt ſancerely 'wiſh'd Ms til be 3 
with Liberty, and, (if it * pleaſe God)" with 
Peace of Conſcience, if if no Conviftions can pre- 
| Vail. But fance dir much better, 2 | 
from. Error, . n o fr Ys 
I may, I hope, be without Offence fri i re Wa 
neither Lic entious Notans , nor wiea/anaMe 
Prejudices in Religion; can. be. the Ground-work 
of any true Liberty; and that N 


Ly JON 

hs pure Reform: d Religion : that is, whil 
you are Engliſh Gentlemen, and Faithful 
Members in the Communion of oo Church, you 
are proof againſt the Pr ether Ky 
In which Confidence, 7 preſent this 
Sermon to your Peruſal ; not without a particular 

Negard to your Commands, M. High Sheriff, 


who engaged me to this Duty, upon the Honour 
once had of being your Tutor: A Relation, 


Joon outgrown by 420 aud ſeldom remembred 
Sn bave improv d upon 
k Je Rudime: " receiv d, and 2 


retain 2 
Zut you are Rien not to forget thoſe former 
times ! "Ge. me leave therefore to recommend to 
your Thoights, the Memory of (that Great Ex» 
ample of Piety and Publick Good) the moſt Ex- 
cellent Biſhop Dr. Fell, under whom we both re- 
Hyd our Education, with ſome other Gentle- 
men, whoſe Names I ſee here prefix d. And 1 
' cannot wiſh any thing better to our Religion and 
Country, than that upon his True Chriſtian 
Principles, we may all join to promote the Inte- 
reſts of Peace and Truth in the Church of Chriſt , 


which 
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all Submiſſion Beret 


is more eſpecially the Du 
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SERMON 6. 


* © * 


do * ; 
Stand f. faſt therefore in the Liberty © 


 wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
aud be not intangled again with the 
7 obe of gy e 


Nader what Ca pacity ſoever we ſhall conſider 
” our ſelves, and Actions, as Men and Chri- 
ng, there is. ol gy ata ang of 11 allotted 
8 et within the 
of that which is Rig Honeſt : For 
SE 2 or 2 refu . as we will, 
is _ deſtroy'd being ſhew'd that which 
zs Good. *. _— with Freedom above 
our Fellow . — and *. by his Grace and 
Wiſdom {that we may uſe 
. and his Glory) may lay that general Li- 
berty, which we have as ree- Agents to do any 
cg; under certain.Reſtrifions as we are Men, 
iftians, whereby we may be directed, but 
not — to do that which is Right. 
And we may conſider our Liberty in a threefold 
Reſpect conducing to this End. 1. In a Natural 
B 8 


ood Gift to our 


= 
- 
* 


* ** 3 


City, wherein right Reaſon is plac'd to guide 
PS 2 Attions as are agreeable bo our Nature. 


2. in a Moral Reſpect, (for that may be conceivd 


22 from Natural Liberty) which is under 
Obligation to Poſitive Laws, renewing and rein- 
forcing our Obedience by Expreſs Commands t9 | 
the ſame things, which a Rational Nature tacitiy 
ſaggeſted in our Hearts. And then 3dly, (that 
we may be freed from Captivity to Sin, and many 
unprofitable Burdens) our Chriſtian Liberty takes 
place; which breaks the-Yoke of a Tem _ 
Ceremonial,' and Typical Law, and diſſolves | 
Bonds of Iniquity ; but tyes us down to the Law 

of the Goſpel, and ſets us not looſe from the Law 
of Nature or Morality, or the Chriſti iſtrate. 


And this is that Liberty wherein the Apoſtle Ex- 


horts that we ſtand faſt: For the Goſpel it ſelf 
(which is the Charter ee — Li - 4 

never repreſents it otherwiſe, than wi plain ſug- 
peſtions, that we are not inveſted by it — 


unlimited Power to do all things we have a mind 


to. To this we are exhorted by St, Peter 
to perform our Duty «s i\ugrgpr, not as Slaves, 
but as Free ; yet with this Caution added, nos to 
eſe our Liberty for « Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, 1 Pet. 
2.16. No Pretence of Liberty can give us a | 
to do that which is Ill. Even to Servants St. Paal 
ays, that They are the Lords Free-Men, and to the 
ree, that they are Chriſt's Servants, 1 Cor, 9. 22. 
Whether Servants or Free-Men, we are not Ex- 
empted from the Commands of Chriſt ; for even 
the Free are his Servants. St. James calls the Goc 


pe, the perfect Law of Liberty. Ja. 1. 25. But the 
0 


pet contains Precepts , and ſtrict Duties; E- 


very 


at the ee 


— — — N 
Las hinds to Obedience in what ———— 
the — 4 Law of Liberty's to be conſider d 
| TR: t ings it enjoins, as welas in the Privileges 
and Exemptions it grants. | 
And now, that we are laid under theſe, and 
ſuch like Reſtrictions, but that they are not any 
real Diminutions of our true Liberty, either as we 
are Men, or Chriſtians, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
in my y following Diſcourſe ; by CY ourLi- 
| in theſe, Four ſeveral en 
. 
# its Moral Capact we PR 60 ivr 
: Laws in things Simply 7000. and Ev. 2 
III. O Chr. 1 in the fame Reſpect. 
IV. oy C hriftian Liberty, with reſpert to 4 | 


Tndiffe 
EN Bade WWE wana pear, - chil our Liber 


1 under ſeveral Limitations in all theſe Reſpects 


that either as we are Men, cr 15 Kt not 
* bo py any of chin. „ 

| rty, (as far forth as concerns our preſent 
Nies) is to be conſider d as an Inward, Rational 
Principle, proper only to Man; and not (as the 
Author of he Lok ſup ppoſes, 2 Pt. ch. 21.) as 
licable to Inanimate and Irrational Creatures. 
or Inanimate Beings which are carried neceſſari- 
Sen ae Eads, cannot be ſaid to act with Free- 
m; nor to have Liberty in what they cannot do 
otherwiſe: "Tis not from a Principle of Liberty that 
the Stone moves, (but of Neceſſity, that it is car- 
. downwards. And as for erationsl Crea- 
they all ſtand on the ſame Foot with re- 
i= to > lr þ 83 they do unto Laws; for both 
ſe equal! ſuppoſe a 2a of Choice, and 


Reaſon 


8 y „ ; Preachd 5 


„een elſe but the Dictate o 


Reaſon to direct it. The ſupreme Lawgiver (as 
well in the Law of Nature, as in Poſitive Laws) 
hath confider'd his Subjects as Free Agents to act; 
as Reaſonable Creatures to chooſe that which is 


beſt; and under no previous Incapacity to act on 
either ſide; for that would render Laws of all ſorts 


(and in all caſes) of no uſe ; unneceſſary, if we 


Could not do otherwiſe than they command; and 


in vain, if we could not obey them. 8 
Now it is the ſame conſideration which muſt 
= us a ——— iew of as 4 A 3 for 
e Beings that are not (properly Speaking) capa- 

ble of Laws, becauſe of their want of tp on 
the ſame account, are excluded from being Sharers 
with us in Liberty, properly taten: For there can 
be no Liberty (as there can be no Law) without 
Freedom of Choice ; nor Freedom of Choice, (but 


to the detriment of the Creature) without thoſe 


Faculties which may direct to the chooſing of that 
which is beſt. It is from our Rational Powers of 
comparing the ruities of things, of inferring 
Conſequences, and from thence olf range Judg- 
ment (Faculties not of Brutes, but of Men) b 

which our Choice ſtands diſtinguiſh'd from Tnſtin&t 
and Licentiouſneſs. For which reaſon, Natural 
Liberty is to be conſider'd even in Men, Chiefly 

with reſpect to what they may chooſe to do as 
are Reaſonable Creatures: For the Law of Nature 


(than which Liberty cannot be juſt! on ae carri- 
(Right 
A 


Reaſon, 

iſcovering the Good or Evil of our Actions, from 
their Conformity or Repugnancy to Natural 
Light; and therefore Liberty (conſider'd in that 


State) cannot be a Power W 
| t 
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5 troul, ev'ry thing to which a wild ungovernable 


Appetite may carry us (as it is in Brutes) hut ſuch 


Adtions properly, as are agreeable to right Rea- 
ſon, AE ee La of Natural Site. y 


Exceeding vicious therefore is that Definition 
of the above-mention'd Author, wherein He fays, 


That a Freeman is He, that in all things, which 
ce by his Wit and Strength He is able to do, is not 


« hindred to do, what He has a Will to. But this 


extravagant Liberty belongs not to any Man in any 
State; for it is not Will or Wit and Strength, but 


: Re ſon, which preſides in a Natural State; and Juſtice 


and Morality, which are to govern our Actions 
under poſitive Laws. And there may be an Internal 
Law (to check the Exorbitancies of our Will) which 


a Rational Nature hath imprinted on our Minds, 


withour any dimunition ofour Liberty; andwe may 


be ſtill Freemen,tho? we areexternally hindred from 


doing any Evil, that we have the Will and Power 


ro 0, ' a 
For Poſſe Milam, noneft Poſſe: It is not Power, 


but Wes 2 to be able to do Evil. And 
therefore of all Beings, thoſe that are Intellectual 
and purely Spiritual, (for ever Bleſſed!) have Li- 
berty in the greateſt Perfection: Yet it is no Im- 
peachment, even to God's Omnipotence, that He 
cannot be Unjuſt or Untrue; nor to the Bleſſed 
1 8 by his Grace, that they cannot 
harbour Malice or Hatred. Theſe have Liberty 
to the Higheſt degree it can be carried; but pro- 


ion'd toithe Nature of their we And 
of a 


is the Natural Power and Liberty Man; 


which is therefore controuPd by the Law of our 


own Nature, in whatever is apt to carry us be- 


fide. 


— * 


12 e 


c TD 


2 


22 —— — 


» 


l ſide our Nature; a Law not ento r 
Power, but to ſupport us Rar Weakneſs ; fet- 


ting us more at large, by laying a reſtraint u 
= 3 og om Luft wel 1 Ps? — 
2 and ſecuring our fencing 
2gainſt a Power wing, . in * d 
hy when Murder or Rapine (for Example) 
7 : forbid by Laws Natural, Humane and Die, 


can it be ſaid, that any 1 ben da Mans 8 ths : 
thereby diminiſhed ? es nm that the 
Securit and Preſervation of ev*ry Man's $ 
and Li a Hat, Galle l 68 ee 
Laus, which reſtrain this Liberty to Evil. 


—_ \ Sxnlaring then Liber, ns Bu Libarry of a 
1 Man, (to w properly b belongs, ) no State 
. | can be i d fofres, it is nog bounde 


with ſome Laws. of N whic 
I take not to be a real State, (but to co iſt only 
in imagination, for the better unde the 
4 Nature and Obli of Love yet even here- 
Þ1 in, there is no ſuc as abſolute uncontroula- 
* ble Liberty, 10 d er is according to our 
Will, an to be com d by our Wit and 
Strength; but what is 3 to our . 25 
and warranted the Laws of Ri "Rex? 
ſon; and ev? beyond tha is ei © Fol 
Madneſs, or rein. And that there can be 
no ſuch State, even in imagination, but what is 
under ſome outward Subjection, as well as in- 
ward Reftraint, is in effe& conſeſsd by the 
- moſt liberal Aſſertors of this State of Nature; in 
their owning it to be im 3 that the Rela- 
tion of EET and Chil can be conceiv'd in 


the State of Natural Liberty ; becauſe Children, 


ina Nater State, without conſidering 
| born, is not to conſider Mex but Maſbrooms : And WE 
to conſider Men as born, brings them immediate- 1 


2 not ſo free, as to be in a State of abſolute 


- 
. 
*. 
* 1 
3 - 


if all things ſimp 
iy acknowledged, 


rouſly, from the conſideration 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, either in a future 
State, not ſo clearly ( if at all) known from the 
Book of Nature, as from Revelation; or elſe of 
Temporal Ones, in the preſent: Rewards, (both 
future and preſent, ) which may wore engage to 
Good, than any preſent, ſhort-liv'd Pleaſure can 
to Evil; and Puniſbhments, which may more de- 
ter from Evil, than any deceitful Sweetneſs there- 
of allureth. That 


S. 4 
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and Vice juſtly Puni 


That Vertue in general is juſtly Rewardable 

able, is the common voice 
of Nature: but neither doth. Nature always ef- 
ſectually ſhew the particular Action to be Vertuous 
or Vitious; nor doth ſhe ud at all, what the 
Reward or Puniſhment ſhall be, any farther-than 
the inward Satisfaction, or Torment ariſing upon 
a Man's own Mind. And yet without theſe, the 


Government of Mankind would be extremely de- 


Laws to appoint, 


fective, neither having ſufficient incouragement to 
ood and laudable Actions, nor terror enough to 
iſcourage from bad ones. | | 
Ev*ry one muſt own that Theft and Murder are 
naturally, in Juſtice, puniſhable; but none but God 
can declare, what the Puniſhment of them ſhall 
be in another World ; and what in this, none but 
God's Miniſters, as they ſhall think fit by their 
agreeable to the Law of God. 
In which Laws, that which is Natural ind&d, on- 
ly bindeth Univerſally; and not fo, that which is 
poſitive in them: For altho* the Obligation (in 


things ſimply Good and Evil) is of univerſal Ex- 


tent, yet that ariſeth not from the Reward or 
Puniſhment ; which being determin'd by a poſi- 
tive Law, the Conſideration thereof bindeth nor, 


Where that Law is not known; nor any, but 


thoſe, for whom the Law was EnaQted. 

| From hence it may appear how reaſonable it is, 
that poſitive Laws ſhould direct us in | 
Duties, and ——_— a new Obligatio 
in things already writtenin our Hearts, 
by lay a new reftraint upon our natural Liberty, 
in the very things, wherein it was under reſtraiũt 


even 


before from its own Laws. Which is not to mul- 


rie. 


* * : . „ * 
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on any terms, and by that 


dience, (if it may 
take Wü amd tye us the 


band which may 
are is neither 8 l ac ; 
ent tO A a e Obligation u Du wherein we 
ſtand already oblig d: We oſten ne our on 
accord; and ſhall we diſpute againſt God's, or his 
Miniſters Power in it? frequently have Holy Men 
(as Jacob and David) found it convenient to bind 
themſelves. by a Vow unto God in things, which 
(without a Vow) ey were oblig'd to-perform : 
And ſuch a Vow, wi Mn new Obli- 
— 8 upon him that ma kes it, althoꝰ under one 
fore to the ſame thing. Nor is it without Rea. 
ſon, that no Perſon is admitted to the Priviledges 
of the Goſpel- Covenant, but under a new 051 
tion of a Baptiſmal-Vow, to renounce the Devil, 
the Fleſh, the World; all which he was be- 
fore oblig'd to renounce. Tas 125 
If then we conſider our Moral Liberty with reſ- 
to Poſitive Laws 1n things ſimply Good and 
vil, it cannot be conceiv d but under. New Obli- 
tions from theace to Obedience; which (by ad- 
3 that which is irregular in us) 
ſet our true Liberty more at large: for the matter 
of theſe wagon, Hager i el 
agreeable to the Dictates of Right Reaſon, they 
communicate ſo much of nem Strength to our L. 
| berty, as they diminiſh. of that Force which o 


Spring from which all Liberty receives its regular 

lotion, it riſes higher, or is lower depreſſed, in 
proportion as our Reaſon is weigh'd down, or acts 
COTS " | With 
» | 


(as ſome love to ſpeak ;) but to ſecure our Obe- _ 


nor inex 8 


ſe; but what is 


our Right Reaſan. For Reaſon being the 


vith greater Freedom 4 whutſoever abates the 
Malignity of a raging Feaver, fecovers ſo much 
of Strength to the Sick Man, as it takes away from 
his Diſeaſe; ſo multiplied Bands, by which the 
Force of Licentiouſneſs is weaken'd, renders the 
Liberty of a Man the more Vigorous, and Fr 
and eafy to act according to Rig Reaſon.” A 
therefore, the Holy Scripture (which ſhews us our 
Condition in the frueſt Light) repreſents our Ser- 
vitude to Sin as the greateſt Slavery; and our be- 

n Dominion, as the trueſt State of 


Liberty therefote (thus far \confider'd ) may be 
defin'd to be the Power of a Man to act with 
Choice, according tothe Dictates of Right Reaſon; 
bounded by the Law of Nature, and by the Poſitive 


Laws of God and Man in things Good and 
Evil. : 2 | 


III. Vato which, if we «dll my Third Cond . 
ration of Chriſtian Liberty, that is the ſame thing, 
only with the Obligation Gs Lawsof the Goſ- 
SR adder uot. t is the ſame I ſay, in all t 
reſpects already 5 and different on 
with regard to the Obligations tis under, unto the 

Laws of the Goſpel ich do not alter the State 
of our Liberty as wy ym Creataves, in any of 
_ theſe things thus fix d and derermim'd; Nor ſet 
us looſe from the Law of Nature, or 


or of the . „ iſtrate; as will appear from ie 
theſe following rations. 


I. As to all Ching in themſelves Good and Evil, 


their Nature is unchangeable, and Chriſtian Li- 
berry, cannot looſe the bands of Obedience; but 


it always bindsthem more ſtreight by ſubſequent 
Commands, 
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| proves Gen are 4 
. Lawantot 1 5 Rom. 25 14 without any ex- 5 8 - 
Ai the Auchoe bs the Holeves, 5 — 
Fe 1. eee e Ob tion ro the | 

Goſpelwi ter s, that 
_ hv ſndrf ton and in eve manner pas 1 
cimeipuſt umtu ti Fathers: bythe n. What- 
ever God thus ſpake my asg He tpake; and that 


er e TING Man's Obedience: 
— left deys He hath || en unto us by hs 
Son, Ut 


iy of all t : the bright hi | 
Glory, and the pe = of bus Fran) Can 4 5 


har hal bee with greaterA 


been before commande, or roeſtabliſh e 


| Liberty cannot thereforsabro- 
part. 8 che Moral Law; which (as 
G tly difti ngviſhes ) doth ſtill 
daa » Ae ot 2 What the 
Moral Law commands, is ſtill a Duty; but the | | 
terms of that Covenant, are not now -the condi- ; 
ons ofentring into Life: For conſider'd as a Co- 8 . 
bY 8 els Bed ri rous, 1 6 
| D er & in e ran 
| the Law — a Rate 
bar we hill under thar Equit Þ 8 
n being ſreed 


4 


A , 


"a 


as; ; "tho? we can 


0 r ⏑¹̃ ag:+ © 


K r 
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A Preaebd 


erſons, 
af Prince or Subject: But now theſe, and fuch- 
like Mutual Relations, cannot be diſſolv'd with- 


If Chris Death, which ——— 


tion of the ſecond Covenant. But * Tranſgreſ- 
ſion oſ the Moral Law is, (notwithſtanding this,) an 
Offence againſt God, and à Sin aga 
on Soul; and therefore it is, that it needs the 
Repentance of the Sinner, and the Blood of the 


inſt a Man's 


Sacrifice, for its Expiation. But if we had been 
ſet free from the Law it felf the Violation 


ol it had not been a Sin; nor need 


have been a part, (much leſs ſo Eſſential a part) 
of the Goſpel:Covenant. We needed not then, 
to have Repented at all, of any Tranſgreſſion a- 
inſt tlie 'T en Commandments; for ſo hath Chriſt 
eliver'd us from the Law of Ceremonies, by 
aboliſhing their uſe, that they are no longer a 
Law unto us; and therefore our Tranſgreſſing 
againſt any of them, never comes into our 
tance. 3 3 28 
e ther Clpithan Liberry 
| ipture, that. n Li 
e eee 
from our former Obligations; but that every Max 5s 
to abide in the ſame calling, wherein he was called; 1 
Cor. 7. 20. reaſon of which is this; that no 
outward Condition of a Man's Life is inconſiſtent 
with the Chriſtian Proſfeſſion; not the State of 
Servant or Freeman, of Single or Married P 


out manifeſt Confuſion, and the violation of many 
Frecepts in the Goſpel ; of Subyection, Fidelity, 
Obedience, Conjugal Affection, Ce. In theſe Con- 
ditions of Life therefore, the Goſpel is ſo far from 
warranting a Changr, in its Proſeſſors, that we 
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ſerve him in truth with all oar Heart ) in any 
3 of ws if, there needs not any 
Change of our outward Condition, with regard 
to Chriſtianity: But if Confuſion and Difeder 
muſt — y follow ſuch a Change; it would 
be deſtructive to Peace and Love, and many other 
excellent Graces E the Goſpel: u 
which account, Chriſtianity would be deſtructive 

to it ſelf, if it warranted any Change as to our out- 
ward Condition. ity eee 4 | 
In ſhort, this may ſtand for a general Rule in 
all theſe Caſes ; that Liberty is always to be conſi- 
dered under ſo many different Relations and Re- 


ſtriction according ee States it den. | 
W | 


ceiv'd in: Each o having its own Laws, 
there ariſe from thence new Obligations. For al- 
tho in Laws contrary to each other, the Obligation 
tothe higher Law makes the other void; yet in Ea ws 

of the ſame Nature and Sabſervient to each other, 
there doth always ſpring a new Obligation to Obe- 
dience from the Laſt Law. The Commands of 
the Decalogue (for Example) brought a new Ob- 
ligation upon the Conſciences of the Jews, tho? the 
things contain'd in it, were from t inning, 
of the Law of Nature. And the ſame things a- 

in rene wid in the Goſpel do of zew bind the 


San. And ben the Duticsofthe Goſpel be- 
rt of the Law of a Country, there is ano- 


come 
ther Cord added, to bind Men to their Duty as 
Subjects, as well as Chriſtians. ' _ 

IV. Let us conſider laſtly our Chriſtian Liber» 


her 


ty, with regard to things indifferent ; and foo, 
E wi 
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tl commanded by it to continue in them. 
| And if we may live Chriſtianly, (fear the Lord, and | 


21 


„ 


A ren Pri 


ee we are cxanped:by by-it from the Com- 
—— giſt rate; and what the 


Liberty we are to ſl and faſt in relation 


ec ſuch things. And this will be ſnewa by ex- 


amin Thies Prind Heads of Argument, com. 
monly urg'd in this Caſe; from whence the true 
— of i Chriſtian Liberty may be adjuſted in 
many particulars : for I have not time northought 
capacious enough, to comprehend all Caſcs, where- 


} init tory be unrezſonably claim'd. 


, Chriſtian Liherty'is pleaded againſt obe. 


* dan in indifferent things commanded, from the 


ing enjoyn' d, 


to be dechar'd full here; and too nice to be ſtated 


and con 


Nature of t things themſelves, which no com- 
mand of Man having power to change and _ 
neceſſary, they ought not to be made io, by 
ally in Religions mehr 

wal indifference; or — in 
the Nature of the things, that is of too great ſs 


As to the fs 


in ſhort, for the of thoſe whom it moſt 


concerns. However it may ſuffice to fay, that it 


is the Neceſſity of Obedience, (and not of the 
things,) which we ſtand for; that cherefore the 
Neceſſity ariſes from the Law, and is concomitant 


to it; but neither antecedent 
to the Law, nor concomitant nor 57 be 
from the Nature of the Things. By ing J- 
q erent, theſc things are own'd not to be Sf | 


t is not Sinful, Ns Magiſtrate hath 


— n in Prudence, and with Soberneſs. — 4 


: wins the Magiſtrate thus commands, we have 


matters not whither in things Re 


the command of the Goſpel to 


obey him in; It 
ligious'or Civil 
for the Command is poſitive and a and 


without Exception to either. 
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_ - But now in neither of theſe doth the Ma- 
giſtrate aſſume a power of altering the Nature 
of Indifferent things, who commands them as 
Indifferent , and makes them Neceſſary only as 


FR ical Indifference 


themſelves remains untouch'd, 


though the Action be determin'd; and the 
Nature of Chriſtian Liberty, being founded 


upon the freedom of Jaagment, (and not of 
Practice,) that is 
— 2828 Action, which in it ſelf is not 
Sin e 1 $4 © 1 by 45 3 


It wasthis Liberty 


keepi 


whenever their compliance might tend to the fur- 
therance of the Goſpel. Even in Circumciſion it 


ſelf (notwithſtanding St. Paal ſays, that it would 
make Chriſt profit nothing, Gal. 5.2.) neverthe- 


leſs He Cirenmeiſed Timothy, becauſe of the Jews, 


but not of its neceſſtj; which would have utterly 


& his Chriſtian Liberty. Whefe- ever 


deft 15 | 
therefore the Opinion prevaiPd of the neceſſity of 


Jewiſh Rites, He ſet himſelf with all his Strength 
Nonfe f. as in his Epiſtle to the Colofians and” 
Calvians. But to other Churches, not leven'd with 
this Doctrine, He us'd his Chriſtian Liberty in 

complying with weak Brethren. 5 


It is not therefore they which command the 
uſe of indifferent things; nor they which obey the 


Commands; but thoſe which make them »eceſſary 


, tho' determin'd to 


in which the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Chriſtians ſtood with regard to the Jews, 
their Liberty of Judgment free in thoſe - 
very things wherein they comply'd with them, 


4 16. 3. and the reaſon is evident, becauſe He 
it out of opinion of its preſent convenience, 
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1 Sermon Preachd 


Diſcourſe We our ſelves omit theſe ve 


to be d, or diſobey'd, from their own Na- 
ture, — do take away Chriſtian Liberty. If 
Commanded or obey d, as in themſelves in- 
different, the Chriſtian Liberty of J nt is 
preſerv*d ; but if commanded as in themſelves Ne- 
ceſſary, or forbid as Sinful, it is taken away ; and 

them- 


thereby a ſore burden laid upon the Con 
of Men, contrary to the nature of the things 


ſelves, and repugnant to the Law of God; which 


all indifferent Things; but not their Practice, why 


ing of 


hath left Men's Conſciences free in their ju 


Humane Laws may determine in all thingsLawful. 
And in this Liberty, the Members of this Church 


ftand faſt againſt all Oppoſers; as is evident both 


from our publick Declarations, and from our own 
Practice. We proteſt to the World, that nothing 
thus commanded, but may (upon juſt cauſe ) be 

alter d: Our Laws in theſe ings preſcribe to our 

ſelves only; declaring that ev'ry Nation hath 
Power to appoint ſuch Rites in Worſhip of 
God,astheyſhall think beſt ſit to the ſettin forth his 
Honour and Glory, and reducing their People to 
a Godly Life, without Error and Superſtition. And 


nies upon any 


of Cere · extraordi juſt occaſion; as in the caſe of pri 

deer Lon. Baptiſm, of adminiſtring the Lord's 8 on 
mon Pray- a Sick- Bed: A Liberty, which we neither durſt to. 
cr, 


In Vertue of this Chriſtian Liberty, we pro 
inſt the Tyrannical Impoſitions of the 

of Rome, who (in theſe Matters) fubje the Con- 

ſciences of Men to the things themſelves, and not 

e 

| ume 


allow to others, or take our ſelves, if theſe thing 
were in themſelves neceſſary, or by us fo eſteem'd. 
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aſſutne a moſt unniſt Power! (equal at leuſt to « the 
Lawof God) of altering the Nature of things, by 
their Indifferency, and inducing a © Ne. 
—_— as long as they remain indifferent in 
their Nature; they cannot of | themſelves hind. 
From whence it ought to be moſt ſerioaſſy . 
der'd, whether it be not much #he' ſame thi 


2mm 19 vpn of theſe things to be Sinful, w = | 
ommanaed to proclaim to the — 
Stam di nat, ere gat, & . But why not? unleſs. 


theſe things are in bemſelves 2 and then 


. 2 «796 hav that &ftan e their Nature, for 'the. Com- 


is no Command of God on 
14 you ground your Prohibition of them as 
Finful; It muſt ariſe then from the Nature of the 
= % for! the Law of God leaves them tree, 

Law of Man commands them 5 in reſſ 

boy neither of theſe, are they Sinful.': Co der 

then, whether it benot an Violation of Chri- 


— Hung to forbid Chriſtians the free uſe of 


2 1 ne Indifferent ; and at the ſame 
tion upon Chriſtian wing „to 


ehen with them , when e- 
II, A. There are many Places of Scripture uſuall ny 


cited in this Cauſe; in which this one general R 


ſuffice, as an Anſwer applicable to them all: 


which is, always to take greatheed that we apply 
our Chriſtian Liberty, 0 to that thing'concern- 


ing which the Text it 40 treats; and not to urge 
any Text in claim of Liberty, in matters foreign 
to lts meaning. 

For Example in Text. [Stand faſt in the 
Liberty wherewith C ,my _ wade 1 Free, and be 


not 


— — 


——— r J Now. 
what is this Liber r 
and what that Yale of Bondage m which we are 
Wheel ole in er, ngled ? It is the of this 
whole le to ſhew / us; and 
in the = Verſe, that Circumciſion is the Yoke 
of Bondage. This Liberty then; is not a 2 
Charter to ſet us free from Laws in all 5 
things Commanded; but on mar the imp Brien | 
of Circumciſ on under the From whick 
Text (con Led with other x ye of geri 
may be rightl _—_ a _ 2 from all Jewiſh 


— 2 me Few Arg ns twowd 
infer an Liberty from Fotos of 
theſe LE 

Taking then the aforeſaid Rule a long with * 
we may obſerve that the Chief Places | 


cited by the Antinomians in vindication of Chrs- 


ian Liberty (in their Senſe,) mean not te 
— what they infer from them ; and 2 4 


the Apoſtletelisus - 


only one of theſe four things ; in which T cannot be 5 


particular. 5 4 TELL 1 i 7 ; 
1. K Preedom Rem be 10. ob u Ce 
and not as a Rule. For Jeſus Chriſt (by hom the 
Covenant was annull'd) came not 8 afro, but 
to fulfill the Lew. 


2. A general Diſcharge from all the Patts of the | 
Ceremomal Law whatever. | 


5 us A Liberty in tings rlting — in 


G of thei: I. wixeſs man times, but not 
—— of their Eee F 


* chiefly, a Freedom from the Dorninion 
and Guilt of Sin. 


In 


—— Scandal; 238 wy le of the lt 


rr 


gur Criſtian Liberty principal 
fog oni we cannot we bib ringed one 
2 foes ) to land faſt in it 
againſt Bondage. Ia that Liberty, mhere- 


"wth. Chriſt hath made us free: to which, we have 


been bought mith a Price; mherein; we are the Lord's 
Fremen, and not the Servants. of Nen, 1 Cor. 7. 
3% TIRED 

8 61 2 4 touc - 
quently uqęs Chriſtian Liberty; the latter mucli 


mixes all along 1s Liberty, Pre- 
Lepts — Submiſſion to — — Governors: A moſt 
Neceſſary. Donne. to the ems againſt their fatal 
Brror,' Er —— | expectation, .of 


2 — nts tu cy 7 ein 9 — 
e a e Friace. 
em — not — 2 


Let by 15 #he-Error, . which even at this day, 
holds that Stubborn People jatheir Blindneſs, from 
2 Redeemer * ſo extremely di- 

eee y, that it is, the 

Kingdom of Chriſt ! 

| ogſt what Chuif es ſoever the like Prin- 
ciple l it is Jeni il; and the worft of 


their Errors, in as much as it keeps them from be- 
eving in, and their Followers from ſubmitting to 
a Crawfied Jeſau. 


III. E ua an Obedience i is due unto God. | 
and not to Man: for. there is but one Law. giuer, 
(i. e. God and Chriſt) who is able to Seve and to De- 


ftroy, (as St. James tells us.) Aud this is true: none 
but God hath ſo dirett an Rmꝑi 1 our Con- 
Cienccs, eng his own Power) 

to 
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to 0 bind the. But ius hinders not: bur that ther 
may be other Law-pgivers of an Inferior Rank un- 
der God, who by a Power diltg ated from the — 8 
preme Legiſlator , may (not of themſelves 
in Conſequence of that Power, and 10 V 
God's Commands bing che Conſcience.” od, 
And as to this; St. Paal and St. Per, : 
plain. St. Pas commands (if he ma may bel een 
to have Power ſo to do) tha. 2 airy vo 
ſubject to the — th — — 25 
ſigns this Reaſon, ' bee naſe the * — 2 e 
dain'd of Ged. And for the ſame Reaſon, os 
— Obedience upon the Conſcience;' becauſe” 
Magiſtrates are the Miniſters Ge and to 1 205 
— is-t0 reſiſ the Ordinance God. Which i is t 
ſame Doctrine with St. Piter's, 1 Pet. 2.1 Sul. 
mit your ſelves (faith he,) to every Or inance-of 
Man. 7 What for Man's ſake 1 ? or for the Ordinance 
fake? for neithers ſake ; but for the Lord's ſake. 
This ſhews, that we do own but one ſupreme 
Lawgiver, who hath direct Power over the Conſci- 
ence; and it being hi Command that we ſhould 
obey Magiſtrates, we do fo for the Lord's fa 
not theirs, And to prove that we obey God, an 
not Man; when the Magiſtrate ſhall make unjuſt 
Laws, or as our Conſciences ſhall deem, oppoſite 
to the Lew of God; our anſwer is to them _ 
the Apoſtle's was to the Council of the Jews) whe- 
ther it be right in the fight of God to hearken tb yon 
more than God, Judge ye, Acts 4. 19. If he hat 
command an 1dolatrows ” Worſhip. we anſwer with 
the three Children to Nebuchadnezzar, Be it known 
ents thee, O King, that we will nor ſerve thy Gods, 
nor worſoup the Gol. Image, which thou haſt ſet —4 | 


ata „f 


3 18. and as che Primitive Chriſtians aid to the 
Emperors, Da veniam Imperator, Ta Car- 


cerem, 


e eee caſt both Body 


into Hel 

*hus ſtands Chriſtian Liberty in this. reC. 
Grace of 1 

? of hen ere Ge e wane 


The higheſt — on Barth, for which Chak 


ſhall reward us : but y kn ſubmittin gto their Juſt 
ws ſar che Fs ;, but never in Principles | 
gi I * 5 which i 18 0 


0 TS. 


: EE. 


1 8 10 
5 5 . e 
A445 Z 4 0 Wer. * Sq — 

the Jeſs reaſon) to, ſpeak, being 
flare, and the 
5. Fog hee 


them. Me 
But to conclude. | Liberty belongs unto us as 


we are Men, and as we are Chriſtians; and (com- 
2 tar within the compaſs of my * feſſion 


er behoves us to ſ. it al- 
ways in t 1 oberneſs and wth Por 


— 4 Liberty which ſhall be 1 upon Right 
and laſtin — (warranted by the word of 


God, and ſecured 


ſhall and faſt both in the Opinion and Practice 01 


all 1 Men and Hearty Chriſtians, being built 
1 


Ihe Gehennam. Tou can Kill the 22 


peculiar 20 6 


1 int (in 1 and ——— — 
eyer ſince) not * e them, but Againſt 


the JuitLays of our Country) 


k 


| into it Schemes' 
; either 5 1 from —bD— 8 
10 or lai arst 
Ba of the uo ales 4 G 00h 
(having their Foundation ; 1. the 2 a 

But if whatever Li Nate unte us, 
Nature i elf muſt be di , beſore it can be 
wholly wt; chat which che Laws of God have 
made our Patrimony, God himſelf will be our De- 
fender in, to all the Conſrjentiour Obſervers of his 
Laws; and that which . foun- 
ded in the Freedom of Ju t and Corfitie! 
no Earthly Power wy 
_ dae 


hbouring Kingd 

But alle 
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